PRIVILEGES                 37

morality of certain acts recorded in the Old Testa-
ment, on one occasion questioning whether King
David, man of war as he was, could have been a
member of tlie Society of Friends. In conse-
quence- of Biiclx criticisms, his parents deemed it
best at one time to confine his study of the Bible
mostly to the DSTew Testament. To this faithful
teaching in the Home may be attributed in large
measure Whittier's familiarity with the Scriptures
and frequent quotations in his writings. As Sted-
man haa truly sstld, " The Bible is rarely absent
from liia verae, aoticl its spirit never."

While the home 3,ife was thus pure and elevating
in its influence, tlie social privileges of the family
were among the "best in their vicinity. The fa-
ther, holding offices of trust in the town, was asso-
ciated with many of its notable citizens, and the
proverbial hospitality and refinement of the mo-
ther and aunt clx>ew around them a circle of more
than usual cultivation. The visits of the itiner-
ant ministers of tlie Friends were an element not
to be overlooked in the religious development of
the younger merrxbers of the family. These visits
to the meetings a,n.cl families of their fellow-mem-
bers wore more frequent seventy-five years ago
than in later tiro.es, and often proved a source of
much comfort aiidL encouragement. One of these
mmiHtora from JGng'land, William Forster, the fa-
ther of the Rig*3it Honorable William Edward
Forstar, who wa.s entertained at the Whittier man-
sion, is referred to in the poem " William Forster."

Before the clays of steam and electricity, the
Eastern numbers of the Society, attending their